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July 18, 1978 


Mrs. Patricia Derian 
Director 

Human Rights Affairs 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Derian: 


It has come to my attention that towards the end of 
1976 mothers, wives and grandmothers of persons who have 
been detained for political reasons in Argentina began 
to organize themselves to bring pressure on the military 
leadership of Argentina to determine the status of the 
political detainees in that country. It is my under- 
standing that these women met in small groups every week 
in the central square of Buenos Aires' Plaza de Mayo in 
front of the "Rose House" in order to intercede for their 
relatives. There have been reports that they have been 
harrassed, arrested, imprisoned, and probably killed. I 
would appreciate it if you could provide me with infor- 
mation on this matter. If the allegations are, in fact, 
correct, what steps is our government taking in light 
of the Administration's human righM policy? 
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